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a possibility of profiting by experience on the
assumption that nature is uniform; that is,
there is room for the application of science.
All practical questions, therefore, are within
the domain of science. And we may show
conversely that all questions in the domain of
science, all questions, that is, which, have a real
intelligible meaning, and which may be answered
either now or at some future time by inferences
founded on the uniformity of nature, are pracfi-
cal questions in a very real and important sense.
For the interrogation of nature, without and
within him, is a most momentous part of the
work of man on this earth, seeing how all his
progress has depended upon conscious or un-
conscious labour at this task. And although
the end of all knowledge is action, and it is
only for the sake of action that knowledge is
sought by the human race, yet, in order that
it may be gained in sufficient breadth and
depth, it is necessary that the individual should
seek knowledge for its own sake. The seeking
of knowledge for its own sake is a practical
pursuit of incalculable value to humanity.
The pretensions of those who would presume
to clothe genius in a strait - waistcoat, who
would forbid it to attempt this task because
Descartes failed in it, and that one because
Comte knew nothing about it, would be fatally
mischievous if they could be seriously con-